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The First Battle of Manassas claimed the lives of approximately 878 soldiers and wounded another

2,489. With a battlefield stretching nearly five miles, 15,000 Union and 14,000 Confederate soldiers

clashed for four fateful days, many of them young and terrified and receiving their first taste of a

long and bitter war. Their courage, military skill, and brute strength were tested, leading some

brigades and many individuals to receive reputations that followed them into history. Now, for the

first time, this extraordinary work brings the Battle of Bull Run to life by featuring over two hundred

photographs of the individual soldiers and forty-five highly detailed maps. Written by a noted military

historian, it provides all the necessary background information to understand the minutiae of the

military action, yet it also personalizes the horrors of those few destructive days. Through poignant,

often disturbing, excerpts from diaries and letters, this book offers readers a rare glimpse at the

tragedy of war. Moreover, it portrays with realism and compassion the significance of the first battle

of the bloodiest war in American history. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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In September of 1999 I visited the battlefield of Manassas. Prior to that I'd done a little bit of

research to give me a clearer idea of what I would be seeing and how it fitted into the wider picture

that was the Civil War. JoAnna McDonald's book was a great help in piecing together the events

that were to become know as the First Battle of Manassas (or Bull Run depending on your

preference)."We Shall Meet Again" certainly gives an excellent overview of the battle, breaking

down the different troop movements into stages that the reader is able to clearly follow. However,



before the account of the battle itself, McDonald presents a useful introduction entitled 'Ways and

Means' covering such aspects as weapons, flags and uniforms and the initial strategies and battle

plans of First Manassas. Although only giving selective and limited information this initial section of

the book acts as a useful backdrop for the events that were to come."We Shall Meet Again"

essentially provides a step by step account of the battle. It does not provide nor does it attempt to

provide an in-depth history. However, it is not to the detriment of "We Shall Meet Again" that it's

remit is one of focus on the battle itself and not historical analysis of it. For such an analysis I would

direct the reader to "Battle at Bull Run" by William C. Davis.The maps and illustrations in the book

are limited and could have done with expansion and further detail. Certainly they offer enough clarity

to allow the reader to visually follow the action but I would have appreciated a little more.An aspect

of the book I found interesting were the photographs/drawings and writings of some of those

involved in the fighting.
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